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HE VIEWS 


Spinal analgesia and epidural injections of anesthetic agents are 
described, but receive less attention than does the use of peripheral 
injections; the comparatively recently introduced and as yet little 
used paravertebral anesthesia likewise receives brief consideration. 
For use in the spinal canal the author seems to favor the use of 
solutions of high specific gravity as being more easily controlled 
and more reliable in their movements within the canal than those 
of lower concentration than the cerebrospinal fluid; glucose is 
recommended as the means of securing this condition. 

While many procedures arc described which would probably 
not he used except by men who have had special experience in 
this kind of work, the general tone of the work is one of conservatism, 
and caution is given against attempting certain operations under 
the influence of a local anesthetic, as those for extensive malignant 
disease. 

It has evidently been the author’s intention to write a book which 
would serve as a reference volume rather than a hand-book of 
condensed information. In this effort be may haveerred in the way 
of quoting too extensively from his sources of information (experi¬ 
mental investigations, etc.) instead of merely summarizing and 
giving his conclusions and individual opinions; those of his readers 
who are in search of ready information, and are content to trust the 
judgment of one with special experience rather than to make their 
own deductions, would have appreciated the addition of such 
summaries in certain instances. Vet when a sufficiently compre¬ 
hensive view is taken of the work all doubt as to the author's 
position on the majority of these subjects disappears. S. W. M. 


Local. Anesthesia. ISy l)u. Annum Scui.esixukk, ficrlin. 

Translated by F. S. Auxoi.i), II,A., M.H., II.Ch. (Oxon.) I*p. 

202; 22 illustrations. New York: liebnmn Company. 

Tiie field for local anesthesia has been greatly widened in recent 
years and the contributions on the subject have been numerous 
and valuable. Only recently has it begun to appear in the clinical 
curriculum, so that most men in general practice are not familiar 
with the newer and better methods. This book will acquaint them 
with these methods and their technique. A chapter on the history 
of ths subject shows how many methods have been used and 
abandoned and which have prevailed. It is predicted that flier’s 
venous anesthesia is likely soon to displace other methods in major 
operations on the large joints anil on the large tubular bones of 
the extremities. The commanding position attained by novocain 
among general surgeons is emphasized, and that the right of the 
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patient to a painless operation requires tlmt the risks of general 
anesthesia should not he unduly exaggerated in favor of local. 
Most physicians will find it advantageous to familiarize themselves 
with the newer methods of inducing local anesthesia, and will 
find this hook well adapted for the purpose. T. T. T. 


Ci.ixicAi. Bxaminatiox of the Blood and its Technique. By 
I’ltOFK.sson A. P.utkxiikim, Berlin. 'J’ranslated and adapted 
from the (lerman by It. Donaldson, M.A., M.B., Ch.B., 
F.R.C.S. (Kdin.), D.l’.II., Pathologist to Itoyal Berks Hospital, 
Reading; late Assistant Pathologist Royal Infirmary, Bristol, 
and Demonstrator of Pathology, Universities of Bristol and 
Sheflield. Pp. 87; o illustrations. New York: William Wood 
& Company, 11)1-1. 

Tins small hook, hy one of the most noted hematologists, first 
appeared in 11)11 as a chapter in Carl Xeuberg’s Ilandbiicli dcr 
Auascheidmujcn mid KSrperJlttmgkrilcu. It was Inter in the same 
year published in book form in the Herman, and is now presented 
to us in English with minor alterations to conform to the more 
recent publications of the author. It is essentially a manual for 
students and practitioners, and deals only with those things which 
are of primary importance in clinical methods of blood examination: 
staining, counting of cells, and hemoglobin estimation. The 
respective features of normal blood and those facts in the semiology 
which explain pathological blood pictures are described briefly 
and yet clearly. Two very helpful colored plates of normal and 
pathological blood cells are introduced. The index is quite exhaust¬ 
ive. The hook is a brief summary of the important practical things 
known about the blood at the present time, and as such it may 
be highly recommended. T. G. M. 


Diseases of Infancy and Childhood and theui Dietetic, 
Hygienic and Medical Theatmext. By Louis Eischek, 
M.D., Attending Physician to the Willard Parker and Riverside 
Hospitals, New York City; Attending Pediatrist to the Sydenham 
Hospital, etc. Fifth edition. Pp. 035; 301 illustrations and 
-13 plates. Philadelphia: F. A. Davis Co., 191-1. 

Tiie chief impression after reading this hook is the wonder that 
such a mediocre production, to say the most, should have reached 
a fifth edition within eight years. To mention but a few of the 



